RAGE September Update

A lot of work has been going throughout July and August to focus on the next round of Hampshire County Council’s consultation on the ‘soundness’ of the Minerals Plan and the inclusion of Hamble Airfield (or anywhere else on our peninsula).  

One of the big advancements for us is that RAGE has now formed an alliance with Hamble Parish Council backed up by many of the larger businesses. A new steering group is now being formed who will centrally head up the campaign through a tight but committed group.Hamble PC has also approached both Hound and Bursledon Parish Councils and Eastleigh Borough Council has also offered its support ‘in kind’ by way of providing information and other help.

As far as the process is concerned Hampshire County Council has already adopted its Mineral Plan and is unlikely to amend the Plan as a result of this consultation.   However, when the Minerals Plan is submitted to the government, all the objections submitted to HCC will be passed to the Planning Inspector who will hold an Examination in Public (EIP).   No new issues can be raised at the EIP, only issues raised at HCC consultation will be considered at that point.

The HCC consultation on ‘soundness’ of the plan was due to take place this autumn but has been delayed because of a successful Judicial Review by Associated British Ports.  As a result, HCC now has to amend some policies in the Core Strategy, which is the main document under which the Minerals Plan has been produced.   

In its Minerals Plan, HCC has reduced the amount of million tonnes per annum (mtpa) of gravel to be produced from 2.63 mtpa to 1.82 mtpa.   Currently the South East England Regional Assembly is proposing changes in calculating the amount of land-won aggregates each Minerals Planning Authority is expected to provide and will be going out to public consultation followed by a Public Inquiry, so the ‘soundness’ consultation will be even further delayed.    So the EIP to consider the Plan’s ‘soundness’, which must take place when the Minerals Plan is submitted to government, will also be delayed.

However, this does buy time to raise funds, carry out research and obtain information and figures covering traffic, the environment, the local economy and alternative sources to ensure a comprehensive, professional response to the HCC consultation, which will then be passed on to the Inspector ahead of the EIP.  
It will also be extremely important to ensure that, at the appropriate time, across our three parishes, as many people respond as possible - individual parishioners, the Parish Councils, RAGE, the larger and smaller businesses, the schools etc must all submit individual responses. The effort rolls on!

